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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-10,15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b as being anticipated by Carter 
(US 2002/01500262 A1). 

Re claim 1, Carter disclose of the method for propagating sound 
information (fig. 1-2; page 1[0003]), comprising: acquiring sound 
information in an open environment (fig.l wt (20); page 1 [0014] line 
1-3) ; analyzing the sound information to detect selected sound 
information (fig.l wt (30,40)); page 2 [0015-0017/detected sound. may be 
compared to stored sample sounds for selection) ; and propagating the 
selected sound information to an acoustically isolated environment 
(fig.l wt (45); page 2 [0019] /signal may be broadcasted to appropriate 
occupant in vehicle) . 

Re claim 2, the method of claim 1, further comprising: storing 
the selected sound information in a memory (page 2 [0017] line 4-9; 
page 1 [0010] /sound stored samples). 
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Re claim 3, the method of claim 1, in which the selected sound 
information is predetermined (page 2 [0017] line 4-9/signal info may be 
predetermined wt stored info) . 

Re claim 4, the method of claim 1, in which the propagating 
generates an audio signal corresponding the selected sound signal 
(page 2 [0017] line 12-16; page 2 [0018] /broadcast pre-recorded message 
for particular selected signal wt fig.l (30)). 

Re claim 5, the method of claim 1, in which the propagating 
generates a visual signal corresponding the selected sound signal 
(fig.l (35); page 2 [0018] ) . 

Re claim 6, the method of claim 1, in which the selected sound 
information is propagated to a user in a soundproof environment (page 
1 [002-0003] /inside soundproof automobile). 

Re claims 7-8 have been analyzed and rejected with respect to 
claim 6. 

Re claim 9, the method of claim 1, in which the acoustically 
isolated environment is provided by headphones (page 2 [0019] /line 1-4 
wt headphones) . 
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Re claim 10, the method of claim 1, in which the selected sound 
information is selected from a group consisting of car honks, sirens, 
camalf unctions, cries, and bells (page 1[0013] line 6-10; page 2 [0020] 
line 11-18/sirens of automobile) . 

Re claim 15, Carter disclose of the system for propagating sound 
information, comprising: a microphone configured to acquiring sound 
information in an open environment (fig.l (20)); means, connected to 
the microphone, for analyzing the sound information to detect selected 
sound information (fig.l (30,40)); and means, connected to the means 
for analyzing, for propagating the selected sound information to an 
acoustically isolated environment (fig.l (45)). 

Re claim 16 has been analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 2 
above . 

Re claim 17, the system of claim 15, in which the means for 
propagating is a loudspeaker (fig.l (45)). 

Re claim 18, the system of claim 15, in which the means for 
propagating is a display device (fig.l (35); page 2 [0018] ) . 
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Re claim 19, the system of claim 15, in which the means for 
propagating includes a loudspeaker and a display device (fig.l 
(45,35) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 12-14, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Carter (US 2002/01500262 A1) and further in view of Serageldin et al. (US 4,952,931). 

Re claim 12, the method of claim 1, However, Carter fail to disclose 
of the further comprising: indicating a direction of the selected 
sound information, But, Serageldin et al . disclose of a sound 
detecting system wherein the indicating a direction of the selected 
sound information (fig. 1-2; col 3 line' 20-30; col . 6 line 6-21) for the 
purpose recognizing the path siren and preventing a panic and causing 
other vehicle behind to crash in a chain of collisions or colliding 
with the emergency vehicle or nearby cars. Thus, taking the combined 
teaching of Carter and Serageldin et al . as a whole, it would have 
been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art to have 
incorporated the indicating a direction of the selected sound 
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information for the purpose recognizing the path siren and preventing 
a panic and causing other vehicle behind to crash in a chain of 
collisions or colliding with the emergency vehicle or nearby cars. 

Re claim 13, the method of claim 12, in which the direction is 
indicated visually (Serageldin, col. 5 line 28-30). 

Re claim 14, the method of claim 12, in which the direction is 
indicated acoustically by a stereo signal (Serageldin, fig.l; col . 5 
line 28-30) . 

Re claim 20, the system of claim 15, further comprising: means 
for indicating a direction .of the selected sound information (fig.l; 
col . 5 line 28-30) . 



5. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Carter 
(US 2002/01 500262 A1 ) and further in view of Official Notice. 

Re claim 11, the method of claim 1, However, Carter fail to 
disclose of the selected sound information is speech of a person 
having a predetermined identity. However, official Notice is taken the 
concept of having a selected sound information being the speech of a 
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person with predetermined identity is commonly known in the art, thus 
it would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art to 
have incorporated the speech of a person with predetermined identity 
in the system for the purpose of making distracting teens more 
accepting to pay attentions of upcoming dangerous conditions. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Disler Paul whose telephone number is 571-270-1 187. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chin Vivian can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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